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Organic Spirits Standards and Regulations

The category of certified organic products is rapidly and widely growing in the area of food and beverage items, as well as spirits. The primary foundation of this category is a controlled use of herbicides, fertilizers, fundamentally a lack of any genetic modifications to the plants or animals, as well as an environment of controlled manufacturing methods. At Distilled Resources where we make and bottle beverage neutral spirits products like Square One Organic Rye Vodka, we are inspected or governed by the TTB, USDA, FDA, EPA, Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, Kosher (Orthodox Union) and Oregon Tilth for organic certification. Out of all these, the organic standards – USDA NOP - require the most care and work by Distilled Resources.

Regulated Word “Organic”

When the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) decided to set a national standard for organic certification in 2002 with the National Organic Program (NOP), the very word “organic” became a regulated term. The use of that word on any product, marketing materials, and essentially verbal use is strictly controlled for good reasons. “Organic” products all have to have a certification level and hence the word is regulated. 

Distilled Resources organic products are produced with what we call a “singularity of source” production system. That means that in a two-hundred foot radius, we control going from an organic grain to an organic bottle of vodka under one roof, one set of knowledge, and one carefully controlled organic manufacturing system. Every part of a bottle of vodka from the rye farmer, to the mill, to the bag the rye flour is handled in, to the entire Distilled Resources plant are certified organic. 

In the case of Square One® Organic Rye Vodka made by Distilled Resources, the farmer, the mill, the distillery, and the brand are all certified organic.  This is the most complete level of organic certification and production, and is not the case with all vodkas making organic claims.

Value Added Activity

The value added activity of certified organic products is due to lower yields of crops per acre, extra costs and extra care in handling organic ingredients and products, certification fees and royalties, and extra administrative costs. However, what comes from this value added activity is a type of unique product for human consumption. 

Levels of Organic Certification
There are three levels of organic certification for food and beverages; (1) 100% organic, (2) 95-99% organic, and (3) 0-94% organic. On the first level, this level of certification exclusively applies to unprocessed agricultural products and nothing manufactured. The second level between 95-99% organic is where an ingredient or processing aid is not certified organic, but is allowed to be included in making organic products. This category is basically known as “Organic”. Finally, level three from

 0-94% organic ingredients is the “Made with Organic” or “MWO” class where a product has a larger percent of non-certified, but allowed ingredients. 

Distilled Resources has the highest level of certification for a manufacturer of organic products. Our 80 proof straight vodka, Square One is an “Organic” product made with 100% certified organic rye. In addition, both the distillery and the brand have certifications with Oregon Tilth Certified Organic.

Organic Product Mislabeling

It is important to note that ingredients may be organic but that does not necessarily make the final product organic unless the above regulations have been followed. For instance, a common misperception by product manufacturers is that if they take a certified organic ingredient, like organic corn, and then distill it in a distillery which is not certified organic, then they can say on their label or in their marketing “made with certified organic grain.” This statement leads the consumer to believe it is a certified organic product, however this is strictly in violation of the NOP 2002 set up by the USDA since the product and the distillery do not have any certification. 

“Organic” is a regulated word.  Where it is used properly and the companies are indeed certified, you can be sure that the product conforms to the highest manufacturing and regulatory standards in the United States and likely the world.
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